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11th District

9 candidates compete for Mitchell seat

Coleleading rest of field in fundraising

By Brent Jones
Sun reporter
September 1, 2007

If the old saying, "Money is the mother's milk aflitics,” is true, then William Cole appears to bavbig advantage in the
District 11 City Council race, where nine candidadee vying for the seat to be vacated in Decelp&eiffer J. Mitchell Jr.

Mitchell, who has held the seat for 12 years, dettidot to seek re-election because he's runnitigeibemocratic mayoral
primary election. District 11 includes Bolton HiReservoir Hill, Otterbein, Federal Hill, Mount \fem and a number of West
Baltimore neighborhoods.

Cole -- thanks to hefty fundraising, major endorsata and name recognition -- has emerged as tluidede to beat, according
to political observers.

Campaign financial reports filed last month shoat tBole, 34, has raised nearly $70,000 -- more th@rombined total raised
by the other eight candidates in the race.

Cole's name has a familiar ring to some districek®because he served as a delegate in the GAsseahbly from 1998 to 2002
And he has picked up endorsements from Gov. M&@twalley, U.S. Rep. Elijah E. Cummings and othatestand local
politicians.

Some of the other candidates have acknowledgedhégte fighting an uphill battle against Cole.

"Bill Cole has the machine. He has big business efitablishment,” said Nick Mosby, an electricglieeer and a candidate for
the seat.

And Cole appears confident about his chances afiivwin

"I've had a successful fundraising effort. I'm aball ashamed of the fact that I've raised aflehoney. That shows | have
support,” Cole said. "If having a governor and aesgman's support makes you part of the establishingccept that label.
Particularly Cummings, for him to say that I'm mpstpared to lead this district, | consider thgteat honor and not a burden.”

There are no Republicans running in District 11hie Sept. 11 primary election. In addition to Cael Mosby, the other
Democratic candidates are: Fred Mason lll, an sechiAdam S. Meister, an Internet entrepreneuanBon Thornton, a public
defender, Karen Brown, a minister; Warren Zussrasiness owner; and community activists Dana OwaedsRita Collins.

Cole's biggest challenge could come from Mason, hdsraised more than $25,000 for his campaigrsehend-highest total
among the candidates.

Mason, 35, said he is focusing his platform on ation, rebuilding neighborhoods and public safétgson said the city should
devote a majority of each year's budget increasesaintaining school buildings, use city-owned @y as a path to
homeownership and put more police officers on thees for foot patrols.

Mason is also seeking to be the first openly gag elacted to the council.



"That's important for me in setting an example bftvwcan be done. That you can be who you are asddeoessful," Mason said
"It also adds a voice to elected service that legs lmissing."

Mason said he lives, works and worships in theidisivhere he is known for his involvement witletReservoir Hill
Improvement Council Housing Committee and volunteerk with AIDS Action and Rebuilding Together.

"I've also worked in the federal government, inggrnvith Kweisi Mfume and Paul Sarbanes, and workighl the state budget
dealing with capital improvement and constructibnat range is a major asset to the district," Masaid.

Mosby, 28, lives in Reservoir Hill and is a firgtae office-seeker. His campaign focuses on reduciimge and rehabilitating the
thousands of vacant homes in the city. He has ¢ahghattention of political observers and otherdidates, including Cole, whc
say he lacks name recognition, but is mountingyaraus grass-roots campaign.

Mosby said he would like to see residents patmltie streets and the formation of a citywide gamity Mosby said he will
propose the creation of a program that would texebffenders how to fix some of the city's dilag&thhouses, which could the
be sold back to the offenders.

Mosby also said he will push for quarterly auditab city agencies. "We would see where the masayoing and hold people
accountable," said Moshy.

Meister, 30, has been running through the stréetsmake up the district and talking up his platfowhich includes a focus on
cleaner neighborhoods and the environment. Messtiel he runs at least 5 miles a day.

Meister, who operates an Internet company thatigesvmarketing research for software companieggstshe Buy a Block
program in Reservoir Hill, where a loose collectbfel 3 people bought houses in a concentratediatba name of urban
redevelopment.

"It was just an idea. | scribbled it down, and littscome a reality. | don't think any of the othandidates can say, '‘Come to this
point and see what I've done,™ Meister said.

Meister said his experience with the project, alaith his organized cleanups and attendance ahheipood meetings, has
prepared him to represent the district. He sakkgp the city clean, he would look to create arraders' registry list for
contractors who dump garbage in the alleys.

"It's the only way it's going to stop," he said.

Thornton, 30, is an assistant public defender vaid kis work with youths in the judicial system reddm want to run for office.
A Reservoir Hill resident, Thornton said he wowdk to develop initiatives similar to the work hashdone with the Back to
Basics program, which teaches youths career-odeskils. "Kids are bombarded with a lot of imagasd they need direction. If

you ignore them, then their problems are goingetcome your problems,” Thornton said.

Brown serves as the executive director of Madiseariie Family Life Center. A Presbyterian minisgiown, 43, says she has
raised $14 million since 1992 for the center bug g@own tired of seeking funds for the communitynfirthe outside.

"Now it's time to be inside of City Hall. As | loakt some of the other candidates, I'm the only ickatel that's been working this
community,” she said.

Zussman, 55, owns an advertising company, livddaaont Vernon and said he has worked on campaign®@tdalley, former
Baltimore Mayor Kurt L. Schmoke and former Gov. #&aN. Glendening.

He said the two most important issues facing te&ridt are AIDS and crime, and that he advocateisgipolice officers more
money.

Owens, 56, works as chaplain for the Western BisBommunity Association.

A member of the National Association for the Advament of Colored People and the Health Educatico&®ee Organization,



Owens lists restoration of the many historicaltyngicant buildings in the district as a key isqrehis Web site.

Collins, 35, has worked with the National CoundiNegro Women, the NAACP and the Harlem BlossonmgNeorhood
Association.

She lists education as a priority and said theghiguld seek funds from privately owned businesses.

As for Cole, he says education is his priority #melkey to fixing all the city's problems. He shil supports an end to the
city-state partnership that runs city schools.

Cole says he would find ways to bring police offscap to equal pay with surrounding jurisdictionsl dupport regular foot
patrols. Cole also said he would look to estaldisioffice of Community Reinvestment at the BaltimBrevelopment Corp. to
work with residential communities outside of theén Harbor.

Cole lives in the Otterbein and represented theaéord 7th District in the state legislature. Hensaaministrator at the University
of Baltimore and worked as a special assistantutmi@ings.

He said he voted and actively fought against ttesg@ge of electricity deregulation in Maryland wlsiggving as a delegate.

"l looked at there being a void of an experienaaier in this district with Keiffer leaving,” Codaid. "But I'm beholden to no
interest. Just look at my voting record.”
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